


SPEAKER:

Gail Richard, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is Chair of the Department 
of Communication Disorders & Sciences at Eastern 
Illinois University in Charleston, IL. Her clinical expertise 
is in the area of childhood developmental language 
disorders, such as autistic spectrum disorders, selective 
mutism, syndromes, language-learning disabilities, 
and processing disorders. Dr. Richard is a Fellow of the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and 
has received Honors and Fellow of the Illinois Speech-
Language-Hearing Association. She has served on the 
ASHA Legislative Council from 1991-2007, including 
two years on the ASHA Executive Board as Speaker of 
the Legislative Council. She received the Distinguished 
Faculty Award in 2000 from Eastern Illinois University, 
as well as four Faculty Excellence Awards for teaching, 
research, and service. She was the recipient of the Illinois 
Clinical Achievement Award in 1998. Dr. Richard consults 
extensively with school districts and other professionals, 
and is a popular presenter, due to the clinical application 
of information shared in workshops. 

Clinical publications include the Differential Screening Test 
for Processing, The Language Processing Test, Language 
Processing Treatment Activities, Differential Assessment of 
Autistic Spectrum and Other Developmental Disorders, The 
Source for Autism, The Source for Treatment Methodologies 
in Autism, The Source for Syndromes, The Source for 
Syndromes II,  Source for Processing Disorders, The Source 
for ADD-ADHD, The Source for Development of Executive 
Functions and several book chapters. 

SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

• Attendance fee is paid with pre-registration (see 
attached form for fees)

• Please do not pre-register for academic credit. The 
Academic Credit Registration will take place on site. A 
$50 tuition fee will be payable at that time. 

• Requests for refund of pre-registration must be received 
in writing by Thursday, April 9, 2009 and must include 
the individual’s Social Security Number. A $20 handling 
fee will be charged.

• Registrations received after April 13, 2009 will be 
accepted only if space is available. 

OBJECTIVES:

Following completion of the symposium, participants 
will be able to: 

• Distinguish primary characteristics and distinguishing 
features of various syndrome disorders.

• Define and explain differential criteria within autistic 
spectrum disorders using both medical and educational 
criteria.

• Use a variety of management strategies to address 
sensory, communication, behavior, social, and classroom 
issues.

• Discuss strengths and limitations of current treatment 
methodologies to make informed intervention decisions.

• Describe the role of various professionals in addressing 
needs for various syndrome disorders.

OUTLINE & SCHEDULE:

Thursday, April 16
	 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.	 Registration
	 8:30 a.m. to Noon	 Autism Spectrum Disorders
			   • Autism
			   • Retts
			   • Childhood Disintegrative
			   • Asperger
	 Noon to 1:00 p.m.	 Lunch/Discussion			 
	 1:00 to 5:30 p.m.	 Intervention Strategies for ASD
			   • Sensory System
			   • Behavior 
			   • Communication
			   • Classroom Strategies
			   • Methodology Decisions
Friday, April 17
	 8:30 a.m. to Noon	 Background Information on 
		  Genetic Syndrome 
		  Genetic Paradigms Syndromes
			   • Landau-Kleffner
			   • Fragile X
			   • Williams
	 Noon to 1:00 p.m.	 Lunch/Discussion			 
	 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.	 Syndromes
			   • Angelman
			   • Prader-Willi
			   • Down
			   • Fetal Alcohol 
			   • Usher
			   • Tourette
		  Ethical Decisions
		  Summary & Questions

PRESENTATION:

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 
and other developmental syndromes continue to 
increase in incidence, creating challenges for the 
educational system. Children with developmental 
syndromes present significant challenges including 
communication disorders, hearing loss, motor 
disabilities and cognitive disorders. Pragmatic 
and behavioral deficits often influence and affect 
progress, especially with ASD. The continuum of 
severity among developmental disorders leads 
to problems in differential diagnosis and making 
confident evidence-based treatment decisions. This 
workshop will identify key characteristics, hereditary 
patterns, identifying features, and treatment options 
for a variety of childhood developmental syndromes. 
Current intervention methodologies, as well as clinical 
applications of research to address various aspects 
of the autism spectrum and other developmental 
disorders will be addressed. 

INTENDED AUDIENCE:

This symposium is intended for speech-language 
pathologists, preschool and regular educators, special 
educators, paraprofessionals, administrators, university 
faculty and students. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION:

The North Dakota State Board of Examiners on 
Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology has 
approved this symposium for 15 clock hours of 
continuing education in speech-language pathology. 

ACADEMIC CREDIT:

This symposium has been approved for one semester 
of graduate credit at the University of North Dakota. 
Registration for credit will take place on-site on April 
16th with an additional fee of $50.


