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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A total of 1,947 new freshmen, 1070 male (54.96%) and 877 (45.04%) female, enrolled at the
University of North Dakota in the Fall Semester of 2001. While participating in “Getting Started”
during the summer of 2001, 1430 students (73.5%) completed the 41-item CIRP survey along
with the additional 15-item supplemental questionnaire.

Of the 1430 respondents, 749 male students (52.4%) and 681 female students (47.6%) were
represented. The majority of the respondents were white (97.4%), eighteen years old (56.4%)
and not married (99.6%). Nearly all respondents were US citizens (99.5%) or permanent
residents (0.4%). More than ninety-nine percent claimed English as their native language.

Nearly ninety-three percent of freshmen graduated from public secondary school. Most of them
graduated from high school in the previous spring. Twenty-two percent of the freshmen were from
areas less than 51 miles away from UND, while 14.6% were 51 to 100 miles and 63.2% were
over 100 miles away. Eighty-five percent of freshmen planned to live in college dormitories.

More than half (51.1%) of the respondents reported that their average high school grades were A,
A-, or A+. More than 97% of UND freshmen met or exceeded recommended years of high school
study in English (4 years), Mathematics (3 years), and History or American Government (1 year).
There is a gap observed between UND freshmen and national norms in their study at Foreign
Language (2-year), Physical Science (2-year), and Biological Science (2-year).

More than fifty percent of the UND freshmen decided to attend UND because of its good
academic reputation and forty-nine percent of the freshmen reported that UND was the only
school they applied to. More than eighty-eight percent indicated that UND was their first choice
while four percent were admitted to UND through an Early Action or Early Decision program.

The total percentage of UND freshmen (16.9%) and the national norm (15.5%) were very close
for the field of Engineering. A significant increase has occurred in the number of prospective UND
Education majors. UND freshmen (4.3%) were nearly twice as likely as the national norm (2.8%)
to choose one of the Physical Sciences as a field of study. To a great degree the difference can
be accounted for by interest in the field of Atmospherics Sciences (including Meteorology) in
which UND freshmen (1.9%) were six times more likely to choose as a field of study than their
counterparts (0.3%). Higher percentages of UND freshmen compared to the national group in
pursuing Occupational, Physical, and Speech Therapy, Medicine, Dentistry, and Veterinarian,
Nursing, and Health Technology. However, ten percent of respondents mentioned that they might
change their major, compared with their national counterparts (16.1%).

More than seventy percent of freshmen planned to graduate from UND in four years, while 20.8%
said that they plan to graduate in more than four years and 6.4% said they intended to transfer
elsewhere before they graduate from UND.

More than half of the UND freshmen considered the option of postgraduate education, with the
majority being interested in a Master’s degree (33.7%) compared to 41.4% at the national group.
More than nine percent of UND freshmen felt the highest degree they planned to obtain was a
Ph.D. or Ed.D. compared to 18.3% of the national group.

More than half of UND freshmen drank beer (50.3%) and wine/liquor (50.4%) in their high school
years. Although UND female smoke as well as drank wine or liquor less than their national female
counterparts, UND female smoke and drank more than their UND male counterparts.

Thirty-four percent of the UND freshmen would want employment in North Dakota after
graduation, 22.3% would not, and 44.3% reported being unsure.
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REASONS FORATTENDING COLLEGE AND SELECTING UND Top 5 Reasons for Attending UND

Percent Indicating as Very Important 1905 | 2000 | 2001 60 0% - (All Beginning Freshmen)
Male Female Male Female Male Female 50 0% J @17 m1998 L1999 [2000 mM2001
Reasons for Attending College
To get training for a specific career 79.0% 825% 789% 815% 759% 81.4% 40 0% |
To be able to get a better job 829%  84.6% 81.4% 80.7% 72.6% 73.4%
To be able to make more money 79.5% 76.7% 81.0% 76.3% 74.6% 65.1% 300% 4
To learn more about things that interest me 67.3% 751% 725% 751% 659% 71.1%
Reasons for Selecting UND 20 0%
Good academic reputation 50.0% 56.0% 51.9% 56.9%  48.7% 53.5%
Graduates get good jobs 47.9% 54.4% 50.1%  48.3%  44.8% 40.4% 100% -
Good reputation for its social activities 21.5% 31.2% 25.7% 34.1% 20.9% 25.5%
Presence of special education programs 21.2%  23.5% 23.1% 21.1% 20.6% 23.8% 0.0% +
Low tuition 20.7%  27.0% 20.4% 22.7% 17.5% 25.5% Good G raduates Good Presence Low
Size of this college 182%  30.6% 202% 234% 162% 25.1% academic  getgood putatin ofspechl  tuibn
Graudates gain admission to top grad schools 173%  291%  176%  27.1% 132%  23.0% wputatbn - pbs forits  educatbn
Offered financial assistance 114%  200% 150% 182% 121%  235% a:;fis programs

ASPIRATIONS TOWARDS ADVANCED DEGREES ATTITUDES ONRACIALISSUES
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COMPUTING EXPERIENCE OF UND ENTERING FRESHMEN
UND and Public University Freshmen who Reported Frequently:
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CONCERN ABOUT ABILITY TO FINANCE COLLEGE | ALCOHOLRELATED ACTIVITIES
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
58.0%
None 22.6% 28.3% 22.7% 25.2% 28.2% ‘EI1997 W1998 (01999 CJ2000 m2001
Some concern  62.4% 60.7% 63.7% 63.2% 60.6% | 56.0% -
Maijor concern  15.0% 11.0% 13.7% 11.6% 11.2%
54.0% -

MENTALHEALTHRELATED RESULTS

1999 | 2000 | 2001 52.0% -
UND Pub Univ UND Pub Univ UND Pub Univ

Feel Overwhelmed by all I have to do 50.0% -
Male 14.8% 19.4% 11.3% 17.0% 12.2% 16.1%
Female 28.5% 39.7% 24.8% 35.9% 22.6% 36.1% 48.0% -
Felt Depressed
Male 1.5% 5.8% 3.3% 5.3% 2.1% 5.3%
Female 5.2% 8.9% 4.4% 8.6% 2.6% 8.7% 46.0%

*Percent reporting frequently only Drank beer Drank wine or liquor




