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PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF THESIS OR DISSERTATION 
 
The student and his/her committee are jointly responsible for seeing to it that the thesis or dissertation follows a correct 
form of scholarly style and usage as outlined in the Style and Policy Manual available from the Graduate School. In 
fulfillment of this responsibility, each member of a candidate's advisory committee must have made his/her criticisms and 
have seen and approved the changes the student has made to remove the criticisms. Such approval is tentative acceptance 
of the content, organization, form of expression, style and usage. The approval shall be executed on the Preliminary 
Approval form and the original copy must be filed in the Graduate School by the deadline specified in the Graduate 
Catalog.  The signed approval is a commitment that the members of the committee will require no major changes of the 
content, organization, or style after the final copy has been prepared. 
 
Note: A student will not be permitted to graduate unless this completed form is received at the Graduate School by the 

deadline specified in the Graduate School Academic Calendar. It is the student's responsibility to obtain the 
committee's approval on this form and file the original with the Graduate School.  

 
Final Deadline for Preliminary Approval is listed in the Dates & Deadlines each semester and in the UND academic 
catalog. 
 
Notice of Doctoral Dissertation Defense is due along with the Preliminary Approval form at least two weeks prior to 
the scheduled oral examination date and on or before the Preliminary Approval deadline. 

     (Doctoral defenses are published in the University Newsletter .) 
 
Notice of Thesis Defense is due along with the Preliminary Approval form at least one week prior to the scheduled oral 
examination date and on or before the Preliminary Approval deadline. 
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Exact title of thesis or dissertation:       

      
 
The advisory committee assigned the responsibility of supervising the graduate work of the above-named student 
has examined and hereby approves the title and the preliminary draft of the thesis or dissertation. 
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