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RRVWP Study Group Training Handout


Study Group Training Workshop

Presented by the Red River Valley Writing Project

September 21, 2008
Why Book Study Groups?

· In Results Now (2006), Mike Schmoker stated, “…learning communities encourage teachers to recognize and share the best of what they already know." 

· DuFour and Eaker believe “the most promising strategy for sustained, substantive school improvement is developing the ability for school personnel to function as professional learning communities” (Professional Communities at Work, 1998).

The Nitty Gritty of Book Study Groups

Forming an Inquiry Question

· Meet with fellow teachers and take time to re-examine school improvement goals or think about grade level or subject level interests

· Encourage each teacher to brainstorm a list of things wondered about in the teaching of writing or reading.

· Share the lists with the whole group; from this list form in inquiry question that will guide your study group.  For example:  What does reading workshop look like at each grade level?  How will reading workshop help our students become better readers?

Deciding on Book Titles

· Re-examine your school improvement goals

· Think about grade level or subject level interests

· Browse through professional catalogues such as Heinemann, Stenhouse, Scholastic, etc…  for titles that match your goals
· Check out the blog at http://rrrvwpschoolstudygroups.blogspot.com/ or http://rrvwpprofessionalbookclub.blogspot.com for ideas from other schools or our professional study group meetings.
· Email Marci Glessner at marci.glessner@und.nodak.edu for other ideas/possibilities
*** Don’t feel like you can only use books.  Sometimes a collection of journal articles on a topic may be a wonderful fit with the goals of your study group.

Initial Book Club Meeting

· Set up times/dates/places to meet

· Is food a priority?

· Discuss group expectations

· How should you prep for future meetings?

· How much of the book should be read?

For Future Meetings
· Tips for starting the discussion
· Continuing the discussion
· What are the roles of the book club members?  They should:

· read the book, in its entirety

· be prepared to discuss the contents of the book

· share anecdotes or documents that illustrate how they are using the book in their classroom teaching
Paperwork for the RRVWP (available at http://www.rrvwp.und.edu)
· Study Group Leader Form:  To be completed and sent to Marci once the goals for the group and book title have been decided

· Study Group Final Report:  To be completed and sent to Marci once the study group has finished its work.  When this form, as well as the Service Verification Contract, has been received the process for payment of the facilitator stipend will begin.
· Service Verification Contract:  To be completed and sent to Marci once the study group has finished its work.  When this form, as well as the Study Group Final Report, has been received the process for payment of the facilitator stipend will begin
Questions? Contact Marci at 701.780.0996 or marci.glessner@und.nodak.edu 
Study Group Roles and Responsibilities
	Role of the Study Group Leader
	Role of the Red River Valley Writing Project

	· Solicit readers from your school community to join the study group
	· Provide training for study group leaders



	· Provide guidance in choosing books appropriate to the needs of your group
	· Provide guidance in choosing books appropriate to the needs of the school group

	· Complete the Study Group Leader Form found at http://www.rrvwp.und.edu/ and email it to Marci Glessner


	· Once the Study Group Leader Form is received, order the books and make arrangements for delivery or pick up of the books

	· Choose meeting dates and times with input from fellow group members

· Book the meeting place 
	· Provide ongoing support to the study group as needed



	· Remind study group members of upcoming meetings (via school mailboxes, email, posters, etc…)
	· Once the Study Group Final Report is received, arrange for stipend payment for the study group leader

	· Facilitate study group meetings
	

	· Complete the Study Group Final Report (http://www.rrvwp.und.edu/) and email it to Marci Glessner
	


Study Group Leader Form (9/06)

Complete this form and send to Marci Glessner, Outreach Coordinator at marci.glessner@und.nodak.edu or send by post to Marci Glessner, 815 Belmont Road, Grand Forks, ND 58201.  Please retain a copy for your records.
Group Leader(s) and School:

Contact Information for Leader(s):  

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Mailing Address:

Title/Author/Publisher of Anticipated Professional Book:

	


Approximately how many copies of the book will you need? 

List the professional goals for this school study group.

How can the RRVWP be of help in making this a successful endeavor?

Questions to think about:

· How often will you meet?

· Where will you meet?

· How much of the book will you read for each meeting date?

· How will you facilitate the book club discussion?

Study Group Final Report (9/06)

Complete this form and send to Marci Glessner, Outreach Coordinator at marci.glessner@und.nodak.edu or send by post to Marci Glessner, 815 Belmont Road, Grand Forks, ND 58201.  Please retain a copy for your records.

Group Leader(s):

Social Security Number(s): 

Are you a UND employee?  (Circle one)  
Yes
No

Mailing Address(es):

School:

Title of Book:

What was the average number of participants at each book study meeting?

Who participated in the book study meetings?

	Position
	Number of Participants

	Administrator
	

	Classroom Teacher
	

	Support Staff
	


Describe the ways in which the professional goals for the book study group were met.

List any quotes, comments, etc… from book study participants regarding the experience.

Rate the Red River Valley Writing Project according to its help (1 being most helpful, 5 being least helpful)

*  Book Study Training Workshop



1   2  3  4  5  NA

*  Selecting the book title most appropriate for our school
1   2  3  4  5  NA

*  Ordering books




1   2  3  4  5  NA

*  Providing overall support (answering questions, etc.)
1   2  3  4  5  NA

Comments/Questions/Concerns:

Service Verification Form (UND)

	Date:
	

	Name:
	

	Social Security Number:
	

	Address:
	

	
	


	Date(s) of Service
	Description of Services
	Fee

	
	
	


I herby certify that this claim is just and true, that the services were actually rendered and that no part of this claim has been paid as of this date.

	Dated this
	
	Day of
	
	2008


	


Signature

