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Special Events & Activities Held in Conjunction with Marketplace for Entrepreneurs
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• Grades K-6 teachers with at least five years


teaching experience prior to application who are


assigned, at least half time during the school


year, to classroom teaching and who teach


mathematics and/or science in a classroom


setting; and,


• Teachers who are employed in any of the 50


states or four U.S. jurisdictions. The jurisdictions


are Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, Department


of Defense Schools, and the U.S. Territories as a


group—American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth


of the Northern Marianas, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.





How to nominate?


Anyone (principals, other teachers, students, parents,


etc.) may nominate a teacher. Self nominations are


also accepted. Past winners are not eligible.





Categories


Teachers compete in either the mathematics or


science category.





Information and nomination forms will be


available at www.nsf.gov/pa or by contacting:





ND STATE COORDINATOR (PAEMST)


Don Hoff, A. Professor of Science


Rhoades Science Center, Rm 205


Valley City State University


101 College St. SW


Valley City, ND 58072


email: donald.hoff@vcsu.edu


Ph: 1-800-532-8641 ext. 37522 or 701-845-7522


Fax: 701-845-7450











Application Deadline: May 1, 2008


Do you know a good science or math teacher?


Nominate them for the Presidential Award.


Are you a science or math teacher? Have


someone nominate you or nominate yourself. We


would like to recognize those teachers striving to


enhance science or math education.


The Presidential Awards for Excellence in


Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST)


program was established in 1983 by the White


House and is sponsored by the National Science


Foundation (NSF). The program identifies outstanding


math and science teachers, K-12, in each state.


Each Presidential Awardee will receive a


$10,000 award from NSF and gifts from donors.


Each awardee along with a guest will also be invited


to attend the recognition events in Washington, DC,


in the spring of 2009. These events will include an


award ceremony, a Presidential Citation, meetings


with government and education leaders, receptions


and banquets.


Begun in 2003, the competition alternates each


year between teachers of grades 7-12 and teachers


of grades K-6. Teachers of 7-12 math or science have


been selected for 2007. Teachers of K-6 are eligible


and nominations are currently being sought for the


2008 selection process. Nominate a deserving


teacher today.





Eligibility


The following are the eligibility criteria for the 2008


applicants:


• Teachers who are assigned to grades K-6


classrooms in a public or private school in a


state or eligible jurisdiction.


• Teachers who are full-time employees of their


school districts.














Marketplace of entrepreneurs





Marketplace 2008 is focused on how new innovations in energy will restructure American agriculture and transform the economic landscape of our state.  We are exploring emerging economic opportunities in North Dakota, including innovative ways to “grow” our energy and make our nation more energy independent. 





Pre-Conference Events and Activities begin on Tuesday, January 15, 2008.





Conference Events and Activities begin on Wednesday, January 16, 2008.





Location: Alerus Center, Grand Forks, ND





For more information go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.MarketplaceForEntrepreneurs.org" ��www.MarketplaceForEntrepreneurs.org�
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Instructional Leadership Academy





What is the Instructional Leadership Academy?


The University of North Dakota (UND) invites you to attend this first of many high-quality events aimed to provide long-term, sustainable professional development to area administrators and teacher leaders.  The sessions of this premiere Instructional Leadership Academy will focus on leadership, collaboration, and accurate assessment practices, and will be facilitated by national experts who bring passion, knowledge, practicality, and credibility to the teaching profession.





As a participant of this first event, you will have the opportunity to take part in post-academy sessions available in 2008 and beyond that will continue your school’s journey toward lasting professional growth and development.





Partner with UND to start the journey toward continual school improvement!  Learn to create and sustain Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) and accurate assessment practices through the lens of a student.





Date: February 15, 2008


Location: Alerus Center, Grand Forks, ND





For full schedule or more information go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.conted.und.edu/ila" ��www.conted.und.edu/ila� or contact 





Office of Conferences Services


Skalicky Tech Incubator Room 165


4300 James Ray Drive Stop 7131


Grand Forks, ND 58202-7131


Phone: 701.777.2663


Toll Free: 1.866.579.2663


Fax: 701.777.0569


Web: www.conted.und.edu/ila














How to Set Up a Blog in Your Classroom.  By Helena Echlin








What is missing on the left?  YOU!!  


The Grand Forks Area Teacher Center is currently in search for you to become a member of the policy board.  To become a member of the policy board contact Valeria Becker, Director of the Grand Forks Area Teacher Center at the information provided below to the left.





Many teachers have started to experiment with blogs.  For some, a blog is an electronic notebook—one students can’t lose (or claim for dog ate).  For others, it’s a forum where a class discussion can unfold 24/7.  Either way, blogging can be a powerful educational tool.  Suggestions for setting up a classroom blog follow.  (Keep in mind that these ideas assume student access to computers and the Internet.)





Decide the Main Use for Your Blog 


How you structure classroom blogs depends on their utility. Here are various approaches:


Classroom management: Use a blog to post assignments, handouts, and notices. You can also put up study notes and have students take turns summarizing what happened in school that day. 


Learning journal: Patricia Harder, a seventh-grade teacher at Henley Middle School, in Crozet, Virginia, uses individual or small-group blogs as a place for students to "write reflectively" on what they learned from a particular assignment and how they might do better next time. 


Online notebook: Limiting access to teacher and individual students only, you can use the blog as a way to track students' progress. Harder found using a blog this way particularly helpful when she suspected one of her students had a learning disability. "I went to the committee that evaluates students for learning disabilities and was able to present them with a record of the sentence structure my student had used," she explains. 


Class discussion: Assign blogs to small groups, or set up a single blog for the whole class. You may post entries for discussion, or have individual students and guest bloggers post entries. 


Personal expression: Give students individual blogs for posting whatever they want. This might seem like a recipe for disaster, but Konrad Glogowski, who teaches grades 7-9 at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fernhillschool.com/main.htm" \t "new" �Fern Hill School�, in Oakville, Ontario, Canada, and is the creator of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.teachandlearn.ca/blog" \t "new" �Blog of Proximal Development� Web site, found this format to be a huge success. Inspired by an audience of their peers, his students posted poetry, journal entries, and reactions to articles they had read, as well as prolific comments on the blogs of fellow students. 


Decide How to Grade Work


Use blogs to post homework for traditional evaluation."An assignment might be, 'After discussing a short story in class, post an entry on your blog, commenting either on the class discussion or the story itself,'" Glogowski says. Although he does not grade the personal entries, he adds, they "help me assess a student's engagement and effort, which I might mention when conferencing with parents."





Set Up Your Blog(s)


At one of the free blog-hosting sites, such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.blogger.com" \t "new" �Blogger�, setting up a blog takes only a few minutes. Just follow the instructions (create an account, and choose a name and template). If you want to limit accessibility, list the email addresses of those allowed to see it. However, some schools have blocks on Internet access, so you may want to subscribe to a service such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.edublogs.org" \t "new" �Edublogs� or � HYPERLINK "http://www.classblogmeister.com" \t "new" �Class Blogmeister�, which have additional features.





Protect Your Students


If your classroom blog is publicly accessible, make sure students use first names only and do not provide personal identifying details. You will also have to set clear guidelines on what is appropriate regarding content and comments.





Bring the Blog into the Classroom


When Glogowski's students began blogging, their enthusiasm delighted him. Then he realized that what they were writing had little to do with their curriculum. "The question was, how could I help them channel that energy into academic work?" he asks. His solution: Discuss the blogs in class so students could understand that the confidence and creativity they showed in their blogs had a place in the classroom, too.


Helena Echlin is a freelance writer in San Francisco.			September 2007 EDUTOPIA








Policy Board Members


2007-2008


Rebecca Brandt�Manvel Public School


Dr. Barbara Combs�UND College of Education


Jan Hallanger�Northwood Public School


Dr. Linda Holdman�UND College of Education


Bonnie Kalbrener�Drayton Public School


Prin. Kevin Ohnstad�Valley Middle School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Prin. Jim Torkelson�West Elementary School�Grand Forks Public Schools





Grand Forks Area Teacher Center�Education Bldg. Room 111�P.O. Box 7189�Phone: 701.777.4394�FAX: 701.777.4393�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu" ��valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu��Web: www.und.edu/dept/tcenter








�Note from the director…..


I do hope everyone is staying warm and have been able to enjoy the holidays.  I am sure everyone is ready to get started with the second half of the school year, if not check out our resources on our website.





2008 Presidential Awards for K-6 Math and Science Teachers
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