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Win a Reading Rainbow Backpack Literacy Kit for Your Classroom!��Every year, thousands of young children learn about the joy of creativity with the Reading Rainbow Young Writers & Illustrators Contest. Help your K-3 students experience this joy by encouraging them to write, illustrate, and enter their stories!�Because the goal is to encourage, challenge, and reward effort, every child who enters will receive personalized, positive feedback from local contest evaluators and a Certificate of Achievement signed by LeVar Burton, host of Reading Rainbow. One story from each grade level will be selected to advance to the national contest, and three stories from each grade level will be selected to win prizes at the local level. �Each participating classroom is entered in a drawing to win one of ten Reading Rainbow literacy backpack kits, a great literacy tool to get the parents involved. The deadline to submit stories is


 March 20, 2009.�For contest rules, entry forms, winners of the 2008 local contest and their


books, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/rrcontest.html" �http://www.prairiepublic.org/education/rrcontest.html��





Teacher Resources


For Struggling Teens, a Second Chance�Award-winning author Walter Dean Myers has a new young adult book coming out February 10 called Dope Sick (HarperCollins, 2009). In writing this tale of second chances, redemption, and hope, his goal is to reach teens who need to make positive life changes. In tandem with the book's publication, Myers and AdLit.org have joined forces to create The Second Chance Initiative-an effort to motivate teens to overcome life's challenges, move beyond mistakes of the past, and make better choices in the future. The initiative includes materials for students, teachers, and parents. You can also read the first three chapters of Dope Sick for free! Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.adlit.org/" \t "1" �www.adlit.org�. You'll find podcasts and audio casts of Myers himself, plus lesson plans, and resources.
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH





Some student answers are logical, some are brilliant, and some are leaps of existential faith.

















Important Dates- Mark Your Calendars�Teaching Tip: March Lesson Plan Ideas


By: Technology Staff


American Red Cross Month: Encourage students to volunteer.�2. Music in Our Schools Month: Include music in your lessons.�3. National Nutrition Month: Feature the school lunch menu in your lessons.�4. Newspapers in Our School Week: Make a class newspaper or subject newspaper.�5. Clean Your Closet Week: Include students in the clean–up process.��This Week in History�1896: The Tootsie Roll was introduced by Leo Hirshfield. 1997: Scottish scientists announced the successful cloning of a sheep, Dolly. 


Professional Development Opportunity


Supervision of Student Teachers, �T&L 900


Audience: � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/index.cfm?s=aud&id=881" �Pre K-12�, � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/index.cfm?s=aud&id=873" �K-12��Professional Development Credit: 1 - Letter grading�Course Fee: $125�About the Course�This online course prepares classroom teachers and university supervisors to work with student teachers. It is designed specifically for teachers who have their own classrooms and for individuals who are serving as university supervisors, including:


recently retired school administrators 


master teachers 


university faculty members 


doctoral students


The 7 modules cover the overall student teaching experience and include relevant observation techniques and feedback strategies plus numerous resources.


NOTE: This course fulfills the � HYPERLINK "http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/statutes/cent-code.html" �North Dakota Century Code� requirements for classroom teachers and university supervisors to work with student teachers. Cooperating teachers who accept UND student teachers for the full 16-week semester receive a stipend near the end of the semester. University supervisors are compensated in accordance with UND Teacher Education policy. For more information, see � HYPERLINK "%20http://www.und.edu/dept/ehd/teachereducation/fieldplacement.htm" �field placement at the UND College of Education & Human Development�.


The website for the workshop is:  � HYPERLINK "http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/workshop.cfm?3501" �http://educators.und.edu/onlinecourses/workshop.cfm?3501���




















ND EDUCATION CONNECTION JOB FAIR


ND Education Connection, a job fair for teachers, is Friday, April 3rd, 2009 in Hyslop Sports Center Multipurpose Gym on the UND campus in Grand Forks, ND.  The education job fair is for school districts who are seeking teachers for the fall 2009 school year.  Pre-registration deadline is March 27th and the fee is $10.  Registering at the door is $15. Teachers may pre-register with their ND alma mater.  If you are a graduate of a non-North Dakota higher education institution, please contact Marcia Foss at Valley City State University her email address is � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=marcia.foss@vcsu.edu')" �marcia.foss@vcsu.edu� 


 ***Important note: Teacher candidates must be in attendance early morning before 8 am on the 3rd of April as the only time open to speak with school district representatives directly is from 8:30 am to 10:45 am.  After 10:45 am, the school representatives begin to do interviews.


Information about the fair is available at:�www.teamnd.org/edfair


 If anyone has any questions, they may email Tammy Wolf from Minot State University at � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=tammy.wolf@minotstateu.edu')" �tammy.wolf@minotstateu.edu� or call her at 701-858-3360 or email Mark at � HYPERLINK "javascript:main.compose('new','t=mark_thompson@mail.und.nodak.edu')" �mark_thompson@mail.und.nodak.edu� or call Mark at 701-777-4178.





Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST), COUN 900�
�
Roland Reitz�Life Skills/Social Issues, Counseling�Audience: K-12 �
Credit(s): 1 S/U�UND Fee: $50�Add'l Course Fees: No�
�
March 18 - 19, 2009�Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) is a two day workshop designed for members of all care giving groups. It enhances caregiver skills to intervene until either the immediate risk of suicide is reduced or additional life-assistance resources can be found. The workshop is designed to provide care givers with suicide intervention/suicide first aid skills. ASIST is a standardized learning experience using a common language to help increase suicide first aid skills and build community networks among many types of care givers.��For event registration:�Contact Jennifer Stroh at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jennifer.stroh@gfschools.org" �jennifer.stroh@gfschools.org�.��Register Online for UND Credit�http://educators.und.edu/workshops/month/?03














Policy Board Members


2009-2010


Carol Beard�Cavalier Public School


Dr. Barbara Combs�UND College of Education


Dr. Linda Holdman�UND College of Education


Bonnie Kalbrener�Drayton Public School


Prin. Kevin Ohnstad�Valley Middle School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Valeria Becker�Director�Grand Forks Area Teacher Center





Grand Forks Area Teacher Center�Education Bldg. Room 111�P.O. Box 7189�Phone: 701.777.4394�FAX: 701.777.4393�Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu" ��valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu��Web: www.und.edu/dept/tcenter


Facebook page: search for �Grand Forks Area Teacher Center








Grand Forks Area Teacher Center is moving!!!


The GFATC will be moving in the next couple of months to a new location.  The location is not  decided as of yet.  An important note is that with the move the GFATC will be evaluating the resources available and deciding which will be going along in the move and which ones will be made available to you, the teachers, the keep.  Items will be listed on our website www.und.edu/dept/tcenter and on our Facebook page, search for Grand Forks Area Teacher Center. 


The first to email me at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu" ��valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu� will be the first to get the item.  





Did you know you can access American Experience: The Presidents, NOVA, and other great WGBH Teachers' Domain programming for free on iTunes U?   


� HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/9a594de659" �Teachers' Domain� has added new science tracks as free downloads. 


Topics available include:  


Life Science 


Earth and Space Science 


Physical Science 


Engineering   


To start downloading now, use iTunes on your computer to access the iTunes Store.  Once there, go to iTunes U, and under Featured Providers, click on "WGBH."  You can also click directly on this link: � HYPERLINK "http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WGBH/4136e9eb4f/9ef92baf9d/ff98c40e03" �http://deimos3.apple.com/WebObjects/Core.woa/Browse/wgbh.org� and follow the prompts. 


Poverty II: A Framework for Understanding Poverty, T&L 900�
�
Anne Compton�Life Skills/Social Issues�Audience: K-12 �
Credit(s): 1 S/U�UND Fee: $50�Add'l Course Fees: No�
�
Lake Agassiz Elementary, 605 Stanford Road 14 �March 24 - April 7, 2009�March 24 4:15 PM - 7:15 PM�March 26 4:15 PM - 7:15 PM�March 31 4:15 PM - 7:15 PM�April 2 4:15 PM - 7:15 PM�April 7 4:15 PM - 7:15 PM�Poverty II is a continuation of Poverty I, which is based upon Dr. Ruby Payne’s Framework for Understanding Poverty. Poverty II will include a review of the seven modules covered in Poverty I, then will continue on with Modules 8-13. The first seven modules of Dr. Payne’s work take a look at the obstacles poverty presents and the strategies used to overcome these obstacles. Modules 8-13 will provide the participant with many teaching strategies for the classroom that help students learn important content while building cognition. The modules include background information that explains why these strategies work, along with information on brain research and cognitive studies. Each participant will need to purchase a workbook for $7.80 from the presenters the first day of class.��Register Online for UND Credit�http://educators.und.edu/workshops/month/?03
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