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Quote of the Week: It's what you learn after you know it all that counts. ~Harry S. Truman
Policy Board Members


2007-2008


Rebecca Brandt�Manvel Public School


Dr. Barbara Combs�UND College of Education


Dr. Linda Holdman�UND College of Education


Bonnie Kalbrener�Drayton Public School


Prin. Kevin Ohnstad�Valley Middle School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Prin. Jim Torkelson�West Elementary School�Grand Forks Public Schools


Dean Dan Rice�UND Education and Human Development�





Grand Forks Area Teacher Center�Education Bldg. Room 111�P.O. Box 7189�Phone: 701.777.4394�FAX: 701.777.4393�Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu"�valeria.becker@und.nodak.edu��Web: www.und.edu/dept/tcenter








� HYPERLINK "http://www.moleday.org/index.htm" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.moleday.org/htdocs/gifs/polo98.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


What is Mole Day?


Celebrated annually on October 23 from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m., Mole Day commemorates Avogadro's Number (6.02 x 10^23), which is a basic measuring unit in chemistry. Mole Day was created as a way to foster interest in chemistry. Schools throughout the United States and around the world celebrate Mole Day with various activities related to chemistry and/or moles.


For a given molecule, one mole is a mass (in grams) whose number is equal to the atomic mass of the molecule. For example, the water molecule has an atomic mass of 18, therefore one mole of water weighs 18 grams. An atom of neon has an atomic mass of 20, therefore one mole of neon weighs 20 grams. In general, one mole of any substance contains Avogadro's Number of molecules or atoms of that substance. This relationship was first discovered by Amadeo Avogadro (1776-1858) and he received credit for this after his death.





No Child Left Behind/ESEA:�It's Time for a Change!


The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is the current version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), the fundamental federal law governing K-12 education. 


NEA strongly supports the stated goals of the law -- to raise student learning, close achievement gaps, and ensure that every child is taught by a highly qualified teacher. But, simply put, the law is not working.


NCLB is up for reauthorization this year, and NEA is asking Congress to make three fundamental changes in the law so that it works for children:


Use more than test scores to measure student learning and school performance;


Reduce class size to help students learn;


Increase the number of highly qualified teachers in our schools.


NEA currently supports � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea.org/lac/esea/07nclb.html" �145 bills introduced in Congress to revise NCLB.�


NEA also calls for adequate funding of NCLB. NEA � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea.org/lac/funding" \o "http://www.nea.org/lac/fy06edfunding/" �state-by-state data� shows how current funding falls far below the level set in the law.


For more information of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea.org/esea/posagendaexecsum.html" �NEA's Positive Agenda for the ESEA Reauthorization� is NEA's vision -- informed by members' experiences with the unintended consequences of NCLB -- of how to improve the law and achieve great public schools for every child.   Go to this website:  http://www.nea.org/lac/esea/images/posagenda.pdf










































































Featured Resource Items


Best Books for Children – Preschool through Grade 6


	by: John T. Gillespie and Corinne J. Naden


	028.162 BES


Need a list of books that are recommended to satisfy a child’s recreational reading needs and the demands of a typical school curriculum?  This book has recommendations gathered from a number of sources.  The age group including preschool children through readers in the sixth grade.





FoodWorks – Over 100 Science Activities and Fascinating Facts That Explore the Magic of Food


	from the Ontario Science Centre


	641.3 ONT





Glow Germ Kit – Hand Washing Importance


	30489


Really useful to use to teach proper hand washing during cold season.





Classroom Jeopardy


	30693


Teach or Test Anything with America’s Favorite Quiz Show – on your TV!  Design custom games just to your curriculum.  Quiz any subject matter.  Comes with base unit with electronic scoreboard, antenna, 2 wireless remotes, plug-in cartridges, and instructions.














What’s Up with Texting? A Teacher Asks Her Students to Clue Her In


By Allison Cohen





For most teenagers, texting has become an integrated part of their social networking.  It is, however, still a mystery and possibly a cause of concern for many parents and teachers not familiar with the phenomenon.  We see letters like “ttyl” and wonder what in the world these kids are saying (talk to you later). Teachers see kids who have become so adept at texting that they can send messages from the pocket of their pants to avoid detection, and we wonder what they are up to.  I recently had a conversation with about 90 of my students (all high school juniors and seniors) and asked them to give me the heads up on current texting practices. 


Do students use texting to cheat?


�As a teacher, I have always been concerned that students would use this technology to cheat on a test by texting answers to classmates.  My students informed me, “Please, that was so two years ago.”  (Yes, we adults will never keep up with students’ use of technology; if we know about it, then it’s already passé to them.)  It turns out that students are generally too afraid of getting caught to cheat using text messages.  Only 13 percent of my students reported that they witnessed or knew of someone who cheated using a text message.  They said it was too difficult to send the information, and the likelihood of getting caught was way too high to run the risk.  


Who’s texting during the school day?  (Hint: It’s not the kids)


The vast majority of students said that most of the text messages they receive during a school day were from their parents.  Parents remind them of appointments, make travel arrangements for after-school activities, or just check in to see how a test went.  Many school districts forbid wireless phone use during the school day and require that wireless phones be turned off during school hours.  My school requires that violators’ phones be confiscated and turned in to the main office where parents must personally come by the school and pick up the phone.  Students said that most parents don’t see the rationale behind such a rule and will continue to text their children anyway.  This puts students in a bind:  if they don’t respond to parental texts, they upset their parents; but if students do respond to parental texts, they violate school policy.  


What’s the current text speak lingo?


Probably one of the least understood aspects of texting includes the foreign—to adults, anyway—abbreviations teenagers use to communicate with one another.   I have included some of the more common abbreviations (provided by my students, see answers below)  However, students shared that these abbreviations are being used less often because of T9 (software that automatically completes words for the user).  My students said that their younger siblings tend to use abbreviations more than they do and that girls tend to use them more than boys.   


Should teachers worry about how texting may affect a student’s writing skills?


I’m not sure which might worry English teachers more: accepted use of poor grammar and abbreviations used in texts, or a predictive text program, such as T9 mentioned above, that automatically completes the spelling of a word.   Yet most of the English teachers with whom I spoke don’t see a cause for alarm. Just as teachers preach the dangers of relying on spell check, we must now make sure students recognize the difference between a message and a well-constructed paragraph.   Anecdotally, I notice that my students seem to be much more adept at capturing tone in electronic communication than adults, even if it is sometimes accomplished through the use of emoticons. :-/


Should teachers worry about how texting may affect a student’s character?


As an educator, one of my concerns is that texting makes it easier for students to engage in nefarious activities.  I have heard of instances where students use text messages to set up meetings for drug usage, etc.  While this is certainly not the norm, it is an area of concern for any school, as is harassment or other forms of bullying that may be accomplished through texting.   Students need to be aware that any school official with reasonable suspicion (or police officer with probable cause) can search the text history of a student’s phone to find out if they are engaging in illegal activities.  Some students seem to think that taking the battery out of their wireless phone is enough to prevent such a search, but the reality is that most wireless phones use the same battery now.  Replace the battery, and it is very easy to track texting history.  While students feel that this is an invasion of their privacy, parents should advise them that it is simply an effort to keep them safe.











Test Your Knowledge:  What are they saying?


bff 


rofl 


gtg 


ttyl 


idk 


omg 


cya 


oic 


pc 


thx 


wtf 


gtfo 


jmo 


jmho 


lmao 


brb 


pos


answers below








Answers to the Quiz


bff - best friends forever 


rofl - rolling on the floor laughing 


gtg - got to go 


ttyl - talk to you later 


idk - i don’t know 


omg - oh my god 


cya - see you (see you later) 


oic - oh, I see 


pc - peace (used as a parting salutation) 


thx - thanks 


wtf - what the (you can fill in the “f” for yourself) 


gtfo - get the (again, fill in the “f” for yourself) out, translation, “no way” 


jmo - just my opinion 


jmho - just my humble opinion 


lmao - laugh my (you can fill in the "a" for yourself) off, used to make light of or poke fun at 


brb - be right back...as in I'll be right back or I'll be gone for a minute 


pos - parent over shoulder








� HYPERLINK "http://www.jokes4teachers.com/J0176.php" �Math Problems�
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Young Larry stopped by the corner grocery store and read the following list to the clerk:


- 10 pounds sugar at $1.25 a pound�- 4 pounds coffee at $1.50 a pound�- 2 pounds butter at $1.10 a pound�- 2 bars soap at $.83 each


"How much does that come to?" asked Larry.


"Twenty-two dollars and thirty-six cents."


"If I gave you three ten dollar bills, how much change would I get?" said the boy.


"Seven dollars and sixty-four cents," stated the clerk who appeared to be irritated by all the questions.


Larry said, as he disappeared through the door, "I don't want to buy the items...that's our arithmetic lesson for tomorrow, and I needed some help with it."











Check This Out!





Collaborations in Practice





A 1 credit CEU opportunity is available to classroom teachers who host UND teacher candidates during the 2 credit T&L 486: Field Experience This credit may be used towards teacher certification renewal and/or salary-lane changes. 





To receive this credit you must register for and complete the seminar entitled Collaborations in Practice during the semester in which the teacher candidate completes his or her field experience in your classroom. 





The $50 registration fee will be paid by the Teacher Education program. 





For more information, please contact Barbara Combs at 701-777-2862.
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