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Fort Union National Historic Site,
located southwest of Williston on
the Missouri River, attracted a di-
verse group of adventures. ‘

One of these explorers was Fer-
dinand Vandiveer Hayden, a bud-
ding naturalist, geologist and
paleontologist. Hayden came to
the Fort Union area in the 1850s to
study the rocks and fossils in what
he called the ‘“‘Great Lignite Ba-
sin.”

Hayden studied this area on his
own limited resources, and with S0
the help of the management at i °
Fort Union, which provided him Ferdlnand
with a place to work from, sup-
plies, and passage on their steam- H d
boats. After having attracted some ay en
attention for his natural expertise,

Hayden was hired by Lieutenant
G.K. Warren of the Army Corps of
Topographic Engineers to be the
geologist for the exploration of the
upper Missouri . and lower -
Yellowstone Rivers.

With the geological and pa-
leonotological insight of his East
Coast associate, Fielding Bradford
Meek, Hayden published a series
of articles about the Fort Union re-
gion in the Proceedings of the
Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Sciences. These papers set down
the foundation of basic geological
and paleontological knowledge for
future research in the western ter-
ritories.

When Hayden and Meek first
published on the geology and
fossils of the Fort Union area, they
were at the beginning of their pro-

fessional careers. Hayden would
become the head of one of the

largest post-Civil War geological B .
and geographical surveys explor- Fleldln
ing the West. Meek, who collabo- . g

rated with Hayden and many other
geologists through the territorial Meek
survey years, became the fore-'
most paleontologist of his time.
EEE
Joseph Hartman, paleontologist
and geologist, at the UND Energy
& Mineral ‘Research Center, sub-
mitted the text, biographical infor-
mation and the photographs for
this article. His nomination and re-
search are most appreciated.
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