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Energy & Environmental Research Center,
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Mr. President, members, and guests of The Paleontological
Society, we are honored to present to you Marshall E. Lambert
of Ekalaka, Montana, recipient of the Strimple Award which
recognizes outstanding achievement in paleontology by ama-
teurs. By virtue of his exemplary and devoted service to the
science of paleontology for nearly 50 years—through his col-
lecting, preserving, displaying, and sharing of specimens, his
long record of friendly assistance to generations of student and
professional paleontologists in field and laboratory work, and
his advancement of paleontological education of the public
through personally building and maintaining a regional muse-
um—he is eminently worthy of this award and recognition.

Marshall was reared from the age of eight by his grandparents
near Ekalaka in Carter County, southeastern Montana. He was
his family’s only survivor of a tornado that killed his parents
and sister as they stopped for a Sunday afternoon visit at a
friend’s house north of Bucyrus, where they lived at the time,
in southwestern North Dakota. Around times of school, haying,
and endless ranch work, there were times for hunting and trap-
ping and for observing and wondering about nature and the
geography of ancient times as he collected fossil snails and clams
along stream banks and rode through the sagebrush on horse-
back to attempt collection of crumbling fossil bones weathering
from hillsides in the badlands.

After graduation from Carter County High School and a cou-
ple of years of ranch work, he sold the gray gelding that had
carried him to high school each day, his saddle, and everything

but his hat and bedroll for $60 to buy a $40 bus ticket from

‘Miles City, Montana, to Fresno, California, to work on a cou-

sin’s dairy farm and attend Fresno State College. After working
his way through Fresno State (where he concentrated in business
courses for his B.A., rather than in geology, which he would
have preferred, because relatives and advisors said “‘geologists
were starving to death™), he and a classmate went to Alaska in
1939 to seek their fortune. There he qualified for a B.S. in
education while supporting himself with summer work for the
Fairbanks Exploration Company hydraulic mining for placer
gold near Fairbanks. The frozen muck of stream banks gave up
bones of woolly mammoth and associated animals. One summer
he found particularly rewarding when, as Otto Geist’s field as-
sistant, he collected, sorted, and shipped specimens to the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History.

Envisioning the gathering war clouds, he resigned his first
teaching job before the school year started and, having received
his private pilot’s license the winter before, was sworn into the
Army Air Corps at Ladd Field as a flying cadet the day after
Pearl Harbor. Newly married and with his wings, he subse-
quently became a B-25 pilot and flew 50 missions through North
Africa, Sicily, and Italy. From Great Falls, Montana, after his
combat tour, he ferried B-29s to combat zones around the world
before being discharged in 1945. He then worked on his M.S.
and Montana Teaching Certificate at the University of Montana.
Although Marshall and his wife, Dora, considered returning to
Alaska, in the fall of 1946 he took the job of science teacher at
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his own former high school in Ekalaka, partly for the oppor-

tunity to work on fossils with Walter H. Peck, a successful local’

business man who had a fossil collection housed in the basement
of the school. However, Peck died during the summer and Mar-
shall took on museum responsibility as well as teaching science.
He has said, “Like most beginning teachers, I learned more
those first years than did my students.” In 1949 at the University
of Nebraska Museum, he gained experience from C. Bertrand
Schultz, preparing rhinoceros bones for display under the tu-
telage of preparator Henry Reider.

Recalled to service in the Korean conflict in 1951, he served
as commander of an early warning radar station at Cape Ro-
manzoff on the Bering Sea until his discharge too late in 1953
to return to teaching that fall. Instead, he spent the winter of
1953 and 1954 preparing and assembling the skeleton of a duck-
billed dinosaur from bones Peck had collected years before.
Whenever he was not taking additional science courses in the
summers, he spent the time in the field with his two sons as
helpers: Brice (who subsequently received his M.A. in clay min-
eralogy from the University of Missourl, taught for awhile in
Australia, and is now publisher of the Ekalaka Fagle), and Russ
(who received his master’s from the University of Arizona and
was employed by Lockheed when he drowned while diving for
abalone near Monterey on the 4th of July, 1972).

In 1956, the same summer in which Marshall had earlier
found Paleocene mammal teeth in the picturesque cross-bedded
sandstones in the area now known as Medicine Rocks State
Park, Glenn L. Jepsen of Princeton stopped by the Carter Coun-
ty Museum and inquired of Marshall what he knew about Pa-
leocene vertebrates. This began a period of extensive field work
with Glenn Jepsen. This association led Marshall to take a leave
of absence during the 1967-1968 academic year to work with
Glenn and other paleontologists in the museum at Princeton
and in the Bighorn Basin the following summer. It was there
that the younger crew members recognized Marshall’s superior
skills and techniques. Numerous paleontologists tell of Mar-
shall’s teaching them plaster-jacketing techniques and Marshall
is the subject of slides used in teaching yet today. Others, in-
cluding stratigraphers, invertebrate paleontologists, and paleo-
botanists, speak of his wise personal counsel, his knowledge of
the geology of the area, his aid with field logistics, his generosity
in providing information on prime collecting localities, and of
the warm hospitality of his and his wife Dora’s home.

In 1975 Marshall Lambert retired from teaching school to
devote full time to the construction of a new Carter County
Museum. This activity included personally searching out and
collecting much fieldstone and petrified wood for its walls, build-
ing cases and displays himself, and teaching thousands of vis-
itors. He moved the collections to the new museum in 1980;
and 15 years later, at 81, as director, he still goes in each day.

Marshall has been recognized for his efforts in paleontology:
in 1976 Gale Bishop named the Cretaceous crab Ekalakia lam-
berti for him (Marshall had found the holotype); in 1987 David
Krause named a Paleocene multituberculate, Baiotomeus lam-
berti, for him as the discoverer of vertebrates at Medicine Rocks,
and Nancy Simmons (1987) named another multituberculate,
Taeniolabis lamberti, for him as collector of the holotype. Philip
Gingerich (1979) named a Paleocene condylarth genus in honor

709

of his late friend, Russell Lambert, ... with whom I first
learned to collect fossil mammals. Russell found the type spec-
! A . pec
imen of Lambertocyon eximus in the summer of 1967 when we
were students employed by Professor ] epsen of Princeton Uni-
versity.” In June of 1993, The Marshall Lambert Symposium
sponsored by the North Dakota Geological Society and the Pi-
oneer Trails Regional Museum was held in Bowman, North
Dakota. At a banquet after the symposium, a resolution (Kihm
and Hartman, 1993, p. 34) of the Society of Vertebrate Pale-
ontology was read and presented to Marshall as a tribute to him.
Of that occasion, the late Diane L. Gabriel, Department of
Paleontology, Museum of the Rockies, wrote to Marshall,

I cannot let this opportunity pass without acknowledging
your perseverance in bringing your discoveries not only to
the scientific community but also to the people of Montana
and the public at large. From your first museum in the base-
ment of the school to the wonderful Carter County Museum,
your determination to help Montanans recognize the intrinsic
value of their precious fossil heritage is laudable.

I need to thank you also for countless times I have sent
truckloads of people to visit you and the Carter County Mu-
seum on rainy days when fieldwork was impossible, They
have always come away with rave reviews. I know that the
opportunity for my program volunteers to see such fine fossils
has benefited our survey work immeasurably.

We could not agree more with her or with the words of the
SVP resolution. Marshall has helped each of us personally; and
we have numerous letters from colleagues who attest to the open,
friendly, and willingly helpful nature of this modest man whose
advice and aid are wisely sought by anyone working on Cre-
taceous or early Tertiary fossils of the northern Great Plains.
They wrote of the duration and depth of Marshall’s commitment
to paleontology, characterizing him as a dedicated teacher and
public educator possessing (in the words of David Krause) “a
perfect mix of dreams, high standards, intelligence, talent, and
a strong work ethic.” Another colleague, Kenneth Rose, has
written, “He epitomizes the achievement the Strimple Award
was created to recognize.”

Now you know why it honors us to present to you, Marshall
E. Lambert, this year’s recipient of the Harrell L. Strimple Award.
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