North Dakota Distinguished Amateur Astronomer Award

Information and Application

Given annually to recognize one amateur astronomer for their commitment to the advancement and sustainability of our hobby. The honoree will be decided based on his/her dedication to advancing amateur astronomy through public outreach and education activities, continued self-improvement in astronomy and their desire to contribute to professional research in astronomy. Nominations are accepted from any of the 3 astronomical societies that operate in North Dakota and Minnesota who sponsor the yearly North Dakota Star Party. Nominations are judged by members of the North Dakota Star Party Committee and will be awarded at the North Dakota Star Party. The Northern Sky Astronomical Society (NSAS) created this award in 2003. The awardees astronomy club agrees to pay for 1/2 of this award with the remainder coming from NSAS.

The award is 8.5x11 in size and includes the following graphic in black with the inscription chosen by the nominating society below.  The cost of this award will run about $25.00.  The Northern Sky Astronomical Society will contact the nominating society to set up a method of payment.  The Northern Sky Astronomical Society agrees to pay for ½ of this award with the remainder of the cost being covered by nominating society.  Additionally, the Northern Sky Astronomical Society will agree to pick up the plaque and deliver it to the North Dakota Star Party.  Northern Sky Astronomical Society members will contact the societies who are nominating members for this award with specific information once the applications are received.  The deadline for this award is March 1 and judging will take place for 1 month with a decision being made on April 1.  Northern Sky Astronomical Society will be in touch with the winning society soon after.  The society whose member is recognized will be required to make sure that the member will be at the star party on the night the award is handed out.  Additionally, the society should think about giving a short presentation concerning the member who is nominated.

The nominations are judged on basis of the following criteria.

· Membership in the nominating society:  This person should be active in one of the three recognized astronomical societies in the state; these include Fargo-Moorhead Astronomy Club, Dakota Astronomical Society, and the Northern Sky Astronomical Society.

· Dedication to education of astronomy:  This person should participate in public outreach programs or activities in education, this could include public presentations, star party participation, school visits, writing news articles involving astronomy, among many other possible activities.

· Dedication to self-improvement:  This person should be devoted not only to educating others through their activities, but also educate himself or herself.  Learning new astronomy techniques, or participation in lectures.  This area is left open because there are many way’s a person can better themselves through active involvement in astronomy.

· Dedication to advancement of the science of astronomy:  This person through their participation in astronomy furthers the science in one way or another.  This area is listed here to encourage recognizing the amateur astronomer who has taken their hobby to the next level and desires to contribute to science through their observation or innovation.  The person can take an active role in research or collaborate with researchers on astronomical ideas.  The person can also present innovations in astronomy or astrophysics such as re-engineering astronomical instruments, creating astronomical software applications, or refining observational techniques.

· This person should also try to live a life devoted to demonstrating that amateur astronomy is a worthwhile and important activity.
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Please fill out the following application form and email it to Chris Milford at: marvinrover_nd@hotmail.com. The deadline for this award is April 1, no applications will be accepted through this date.

ND Distinguished Amateur Astronomer Award graphic that is placed on the plaque handed out each year at the state star party.

North Dakota Distinguished Amateur Astronomer Award

Application Form

Please fill out this form and email it to Chris Milford at marvinrover_nd@hotmail.com by March 1, 2005. Decisions will be made by April 1, 2006 form can be printed and mailed to 
Chris Milford
6374 Gateway Dr.
Grand Forks, ND 58203

Mail must be postmarked before April 30th in time for the March 1 deadline.

Your Name: 

Your Street Address:

Your City:

Your State & zip code:

Your area code & phone number: 

Your E-mail Address:

You are a member of the following astronomical club (Place X next to choice)

(  ) Fargo-Moorhead Astronomy Club

(  ) Dakota Astronomical Society {Bismarck}

(  ) Northern Sky Astronomical Society {Grand Forks, East Grand Forks}

You’ve been a member since:

You are nominating: 

Who has been a member of your organization since?
The following is just an outline, which can help you list the accomplishments of the person whom you are nominating, feel free to add areas to this form if you wish.

----BEGIN ESSAY HERE----

Introduction why do you feel this person should be awarded

Public-Education and Outreach Activities of the nominee

Personal Development activities of the nominee

Professional contributions of the nominee

Conclusions
