
Hodor and Bran HPC Tutorial – File Transfer 
UND Computational Research Center 

Please read the following information for instructions on how to transfer files to Hodor and Bran, the 

UND HPC Linux clusters. For Bran instructions, simply substitute “bran” everywhere you see “hodor”.  

Information about your cluster account found below. Skip to the section on “File Transfer” if you are 

already familiar with the basic information concerning your Hodor user account. 

Your Hodor Account 

User Login: 

The user login for your Hodor account is the same as your NDUS Active Directory (NDUSAD) account, 

which is the same as your UND Campus Connection (UNDCC) account. This is usually in the format of: 

firstname.lastname 

Though, for a user who has a very common name, or a non-traditional name, the format may very 

slightly. Be sure to substitute your own login wherever it says “firstname.lastname” in this tutorial. 

Account Password: 

The password for your Hodor account is the same password that you use for your NDUSAD/UNDCC 

account. Whenever you change the password for your NDUSAD/UNDCC account, your Hodor password 

will automatically update to the new password. 

Storage Limit: 

Each user account is allocated 200GB of storage space. Should you exceed this storage limit you will be 

asked to remove files from the system. Failure to comply with this request may cause you to be banned 

from using the system. 

IMPORTANT:  

 Changing your password while actively logged into your Hodor account is NOT allowed. 

 Passwordless authentication through the use of SSH keys is NOT allowed without additional 

permission. 

 User-generated SSH keys are NOT allowed. Installing your own SSH keys will break your account, 

and possibly get you banned from using the system. 

Using SFTP to Transfer Files 
You must use either an SFTP or SCP client to transfer files to and from. Linux users not familiar with file 

transfer are encouraged to use SFTP. A discussion on the use of command line SCP is beyond the scope 

of this tutorial. If you wish to use WinSCP, skip to the section entitled “Using WinSCP to Transfer Files”.  



Hostname: 

You may connect to the Hodor HPC cluster using the following hostname: hodor.und.edu 

Terminal Connection: 

If using a Linux, OSX, or Cygwin terminal, you may type the following command at the shell prompt to 

connect to the Hodor cluster using the SFTP program: 

sftp firstname.lastname@hodor.und.edu  

Once connected, you’ll be prompted for your NDUSAD/UNDCC password.  

SFTP Commands: 

Having put in the correct password, you will next see the sftp command line prompt which looks like 

this: sftp> 

To upload a file to the server, the user will use the “put” command, plus the name of the file. For 

example, if the file you wish to upload to the server is called “myfile.txt”, you would enter the following 

at the sftp command prompt: 

sftp> put myfile.txt 

To download a file from the server, the user will use the “get” command, plus the name of the file. For 

example, if the file you wish to download is called “mydownlaodfile.txt”, you would enter the following 

at the sftp command prompt: 

sftp> get mydownloadfile.txt 

To find your current directory on the server use the “pwd” command.  

To find your current directory on your local computer, use the “lpwd” command… where “l” is a 

lowercase “L”. 

To list the contents of your current directory on the server, use the “ls” command.  

To list the contents of your current directory on your local computer, use the “lls” command.  

Type “exit” to end the connection to the server. 

A more information on the use of SFTP can be found here: 

http://www.thegeekstuff.com/2010/06/ftp-sftp-tutorial 

http://www.computerhope.com/unix/sftp.htm 

Using WinSCP to Transfer Files 
Windows users may wish to use the WinSCP client to transfer files to and from Hodor. If you are not a 

Windows user, or think you might like to try other GUI driven file transfer clients, the CRC suggest using 

FileZilla or Cyberduck. A discussion on the use of these programs is beyond the scope of this tutorial. 

http://www.thegeekstuff.com/2010/06/ftp-sftp-tutorial/
http://www.computerhope.com/unix/sftp.htm


WinSCP Connections: 

WinSCP is a GUI secure copy (SCP) client for use on Windows operating systems. A link to the WinSCP 

download is available from the UND CRC Windows Desktop Software page: 

http://und.edu/research/computational-research-center/software.cfm 

Unlike Putty, WinSCP does need 

to be installed. Once it is 

downloaded, open the installer, 

and follow the prompts. 

Be prepared! Because WinSCP is a 

free program, it offers you the 

option to also install the Google 

Chrome web browser. If you do 

not wish to install the Chrome 

browser in addition to WinSCP, be 

sure to de-select the “Include 

Google Chrome” check box 

before proceeding. 

 

Once the installation process is complete, a shortcut to WinSCP  

should appear on your desktop. Double click the WinSCP icon to  

start the program.  

 

The first time you run the 

program, you will be asked 

whether you’d like the use 

the “Norton Commander” 

or the “Explorer-like” 

interface. This tutorial 

assumes that you have 

selected the “Norton 

Commander” interface. 

 

 

http://und.edu/research/computational-research-center/software.cfm


Once you have selected your interface, you will be asked to create a 

Saved Session: 

1) Click the “New” button on the top left side of the WinSCP window  

2) Enter the “Host name”:  hodor.und.edu 

3) Enter the  “User name”: firstname.lastname 

4) Enter your “Password”. 

 

Next, select the “Connection” option in the menu tree on the left-hand side: 

1) Change “Server response timeout” to 60 seconds.  

2) Select the “Sending of null SSH packets” button.  

3) Change “Seconds between keepalives” to 60 seconds.  

4) Click the “Save…” button to save your session. 

 



Once you have performed the above steps, you will be prompted to save the 

“firstname.lastname@hodor.und.edu” session. Just click the “Ok” button.  

 

Now, select the “firstname.lastname@hodor.und.edu” session, and then click the “Load” button.  

 

Then click the “Login” button. 



 
Once logged into the server, you will see: 

 The files for your local computer in the left panel  

 The files for your account on the server in the right panel.  

 To transfer files, drag the folder(s) or file(s) from one panel to the other.  

 To create a new directory on the server, first select the left panel, and then click the “F7 Create 

Directory” button at the bottom center of the window.  

 To move up one directory, click the bent “Up” arrow icon at the top of the file list in either of 

the panels. 

 To view the contents of a listed directory, double click on that directory.  

 To disconnect from the server, click the “F10 Quit” button.  

Change Group Ownership using WinSCP 

Changing ‘group’ ownership using WinSCP requires that you connect using ‘SCP’ and not  

 ‘SFTP’, see the screen capture below: 

 

If you attempt to connect with either the “SFTP (allow SCP fallback)” or  

“SFTP”, WinSCP will not allow you to change group ownership. 

 



After you upload your files to the server, highlight them, and then right click on the m and select 

‘Properties’ as shown in the screen capture below: 

 

 

Once the ‘Properties’ popup box appears, select the ‘yourgroupname’ group from the ‘Group’ pulldown 

menu similar to the screen capture below. If your group needs write access, be sure to check the ‘W’ 

box next to the ‘Group’ permissions. 

 

 


